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PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:

‘An Act To Permit Municipalities To Prohibit In-person
Absentee Voting during the 4 Days Prior to an Election’

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and before the summary and
inserting the following:

‘Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §760-C  is enacted to read:

§ 760-C. Municipal limitations on in-person absentee voting

Notwithstanding section 753-B, subsection 8, a municipal clerk may prohibit voting by absentee
ballot in the presence of the municipal clerk on the Friday, Saturday and Monday prior to a federal election
that is held on a Tuesday as long as the municipal clerk gives notice of the municipality's intent to do
so using the notice of election under section 621-A. At least 30 days before election day, the municipal
clerk shall provide a copy of the notice of election to the Secretary of State and to the chairs of each
political party in the municipality, indicating the municipality's intent to prohibit in-person absentee
voting on the Friday, Saturday and Monday prior to the election. The notice to the political parties is
considered sufficient as long as it is mailed to the last known addresses of the chairs of each political
party in the municipality. The notice to the Secretary of State may be delivered by mail or by facsimile
transmission, but if the notice is not received by the Secretary of State by the 30th day before election
day, the municipality must allow voting by absentee ballot in the presence of the municipal clerk up to
and on the Monday prior to the election. All other methods of absentee voting authorized by statute must
continue to be available to voters.’

 

SUMMARY

This amendment replaces the bill and is the minority report of the committee. The amendment
provides a process for a municipality to prohibit in-person absentee voting on the Friday, Saturday and
Monday prior to a federal election. The municipality must provide sufficient notice of the limitation on
in-person absentee voting at least 30 days prior to the election.

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)


